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Executive Summary
Rapid Needs Assessment Report for Displaced Families from Tulkarem Refugee Camps
July 17, 2025

Since early 2025, the Palestinian refugee camps in Tulkarm Governorate—specifically Tulkarm and
Nur Shams—have witnessed an unprecedented escalation in Israeli military operations. This
aggression has resulted in widespread destruction, the displacement of over 25,000 refugees, and
the dismantling of community structures. The humanitarion consequences are severe, affecting
every aspect of life and positioning this crisis among the most complex in the northern West Bank
in recent years.

The emergency needs assessment reveals a multidimensional crisis affecting shelter, food security,
health, education, protection, and livelihoods. The findings clearly demonstrate that the
humanitarian situation in Tulkarm is not only acute but protracted and multi-sectoral.

Shelter and Housing: 96% of displaced families reported receiving no rental assistance, while 76%
require urgent housing support. A large number of homes have been fully or partially destroyed,
leaving families in unsafe or overcrowded shelters. Moreover, 86% of shelters are unfit for persons
with disabilities, adding a critical layer of vulnerability.

Food Insecurity: 90% of families lack reliable access to food, and 82% are without infant formula.
More than half do not have basic hygiene supplies. These alarming figures reflect a critical level of
food insecurity, particularly for children and pregnant women, requiring immediate nutritional and
hygiene interventions.

Health and Medical Needs: 70% of families include individuals with chronic illnesses such as
diabetes, hypertension, or cardiovascular conditions. However, access to health services is
extremely limited. Around 66% need continuous medication and medical follow-up. The existing
health system is overstretched and under-resourced, unable to meet urgent or long-term needs.

Psychosocial Support and Protection: 46% of families require urgent psychosocial support—
especially children (54%) and women (34%). 38% of families were exposed to violations during
displacement, including physical assaults, arrests, and use as human shields. This context
necessitates a comprehensive protection response including legal aid, trauma support, and child
and women-focused services.

Education Disruption: 56% of families stated their children are in need of educational support,
particularly school supplies (75%) and remedial learning. Psychological distress, interrupted
schooling, and unsafe or distant learning environments threaten long-term educational outcomes
and social recovery for thousands of displaced children.

Economic Vulnerability and Livelihoods:

v 74% of households rely on humanitarian aid as their main source of income.
v’ 76% live below the extreme poverty line (under 500 NIS/month).
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v’ 74% carry persistent debts.
v' 90% of households are supported by only one income earner, often in informal labor.
v’ 72% of families include at least one unemployed woman.

These figures reveal a structural poverty crisis, highlighting the need for livelihood interventions,
emergency employment programs, and women’s economic empowerment.

Vulnerable Groups:

v’ 20% of families include persons with disabilities, of whom 76% require specialized
services.

70% include elderly members, often two per household.

27% require transportation assistance to access basic services.

Children and women constitute the majority in need of tailored protection services.
Community demand for first aid (88.5%) and psychosocial training (80.8%) is high.

SNANENEN

Gap in Humanitarian Response:

Despite widespread need, 64% of families received no assistance immediately after displacement.
44% relied solely on UNRWA, and 20% on the Popular Committee. This indicates a lack of
coordination, disparities in aid delivery, and weak emergency preparedness among humanitarian
actors.

The crisis in Tulkarm is protracted and complex, requiring more than temporary relief. Data calls for
a coordinated humanitarian strategy built on:

1. Joint emergency response frameworks between local authorities and international actors.
2. Gender-responsive and disability-inclusive approaches.

3. Shifting from relief to early recovery through sustainable livelihoods.

4. Strengthening inter-agency coordination and building a unified beneficiary registry.

5. Prioritizing mental health and emergency education as pillars of resilience.

This report is not merely diagnostic—it is a call to action. It sets a professional, evidence-based
foundation for equitable, effective, and rights-based humanitarian response that safeguards the
dignity and future of displaced communities in Tulkarm.
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